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With its international atmosphere and its explosion of 
creativity, the Salone Internazionale del Mobile and the 
parallel Fuorisalone, have been a great success also this 
year. The most important event worldwide dedicated to the 
design take place every Spring in Milan (Italy). The ‘formal’ 
Salone is located inside the exhibition complex situated at 
the gateway to Milan and the ‘unformal’ Fuorisalone is 
around downtown and in the popular and trendy area Zona 
Tortona, south of the city.  
At its 49th edition (from the 14th to the 19th of April) along 
with Eurocucina (the International Kitchen Furniture 
Exhibition and its collateral event FTK), the International 
Bathroom Exhibition and the SaloneSatellite (dedicated to 
young designers), the Salone Internazionale del Mobile 
hosted more than 1350 companies from 30 different 
countries. 
 
Egypt, for the 6th consecutive time, took part at the 
International Furniture Fair not only with 12 classic 
furniture manufacturers and two modern one, but also, for 
the first time, with a company specialized in kitchens. 
Well known names as Alcazar, Asal furniture, Amr Helmy 
designs, Arket wood, Ayyad Furniture, Egyptian European, 
El-Azab Furniture, El-Gallad Furniture, Mobeliana, , Meuble 
For French Furniture, Misr  
Tornoto Furniture, Shadishal, Shoulah, Ultimate Design and 
Wood Equipment have showed at the Salone del Mobile their 
latest product lines. 
 
Shoulah Furniture Group was originally a classic furniture 
company. It recently started a new modern product line, 
which has presented in Milan during the design week. 
Interesting is their decorative table: a combination between 



traditional hand carving and modern style. The Shoulah 
table took place from the idea of someone who finds himself 
isolated in an island and starts carving wood representing 
nature elements.  
 
As Shoulah, Arket Wood Furniture has also tried to mix 
contemporary and classic shapes together. The Grey 
Bedroom is surely an example: classic pattern with a 
different color, walnut wood painted in grey (price: 470 
euro). 
Different from the other Egyptian companies is Woodek, 
which presented in Milan its collection of practical simple and 
basic design at a very reasonable price. 
Willing to be practical as well, but with a touch of fashion is 
Al Cazar Fine Wood by Frans Schrofer, who considers 
furniture a tool for living and focuses on enrich life with 
practical and comfortable models.  
 
Egyptian participation to the design week has been managed 
by the Egyptian Furniture Export Council (EFEC - 
www.efec.org.eg) in cooperation with the Industrial 
Modernization Center (IMC) and organized by the 
Egyptian Exporters Association (Expolink).  
The items presented at the Fair have been quality tested and 
approved by the furniture technology center (FTC) in 
collaboration with FIRA - UK. 
Although the negative predictions related to the global 
financial crisis, during 2009 exports of Egyptian 
furniture reached 1.65 billion Egyptian pounds (310.00 
Millions USD), 6% less than 2008 (instead of 30% as 
predicted). In the same year Egyptian exports to Italy 
were 18.5 millions USD.  
To overcome the crisis EFEC has a multilayered plan: not 
only maintaining the relationships with existing markets 
(such as Italy, France and the Arab countries) and increasing 
the exports, but also exploring and penetrating new 
markets, such as Russia and Sudan. The basic idea is to 
have permanent showrooms in major cities.   



 
To place Egypt and Cairo on the international design map, 
EFEC took inspiration from the Fuorisalone Zona Tortona 
during the design week in Italy and launched a new project 
named +20 Egypt Design: a city circuit event that will be 
held in El-Muizz Street, the oldest street of Cairo. The long-
term project, organized with the support of Minister of Trade 
and Industry Rashid M. Rashid under the auspices of 
Minister of Culture Farouk Hosny and managed by Italian 
export DesignPartners, will be held parallel to FURNEX 
(Egypt International Furniture and Home furnishings trade 
Fair), from the 3rdto the 7th of June 2010.  
 
AHMED HELMY in Milan 
 “Being here is part of a process. We are actually here in 
Milan because this is the most important design event 
worldwide and our main target is reaching the European 
market” says Ahmed Helmy, Chairman of Egyptian Furniture 
Export Council (EFEC). Transportation and communication 
are not limited anymore. To Ahmed Helmy North Africa in a 
good extension of Europe and Egypt now is an excellent 
destination, having the labour, the know-how and a very 
high-tech factories.  
“One of our major market is Saudi Arabia and the Gulf area 
for the classic and modern furniture, although the modern 
are generally based on contracts” explains the Chairman of 
EFEC, while sitting in a new chair presented in one of the 
Egyptian stands of the Salone del Mobile.  
In Egypt design keeps improving, with expansion plans for 
more than 50 Egyptian factories and with 40 new companies 
under construction. Export increased over the last 5 years. It 
now takes 3 days shipping to most European countries and 
25/30 days to U.S.A. and Australia. 
“Concerning export to Europe, the volume increased - says 
Ahmed Helmy - but with the latest crisis numbers drop 
down”. Russia and African countries are now the new 
emerging markets.  
Things have changed in these past two years. Through 



EFEC, not only buyers, but also many international designers 
are encouraged to come to Egypt. “Designers don’t have a 
nationality!” says Ahmed Helmy.  
The EFEC Chairman summarized Egypt advantages in three 
words: flexibility (which allows Egyptian to work also with 
limited quantities), quality (through quality testing process) 
and communication (based on cultural and geographical 
closeness to Europe). Next step will be working on copyright 
to protect designers’ creativity. 
Talking about EFEC, Ahmed Helmy is very proud on what his 
Association is doing: “With the dynamic mentality of the 
private sector we are a system: one gate to pass through to 
go outside or to get inside Egypt. We are always improving. 
We never said we are the best in the world, but we are the 
first and we are looking to be the best!” 
 
 
 
ADHAM NADIM in Milan 
Adham Nadim, Executive Director of the Industrial 
Modernization Center (IMC), is at Milan week design too. He 
know very well why he has chosen to come to Italy this 
year: “Our mission is to invite buyers to come to Egypt in 
June for FURNEX, the Egypt International Furniture and 
Home furnishings trade Fair”. The economic crisis certainly 
affected the design market, but to Adham Nadim people are 
more selective in what to buy and he thinks that design is 
certainly one of the reason to buy.  
What he found different this year in the Egyptian design is 
this new idea of mixing modern with tradition. Arts and 
crafts are becoming more important and need to be 
integrated in the industrial arena. Bringing classic and 
modern in harmony is also an interesting Egyptian approach. 
Design does not have borders anymore. After his visit at the 
Salone del Mobile in Milan Adham Nadim says “There are no 
passports for design!”.   
 
 



 
 
 
Designer AMR HELMY in Milan with “Cubello Ice” 
“It was the first time for us to present a kitchen at Milan 
Fair” says Adham Nadim, Executive Director of the 
Industrial Modernization Center (IMC). “Outside Europe 
proposals, Cubello Ice presented by Amr Helmy and 
Origami by Karim Rashid were the only international 
products presented in the all kitchen hall at the Salone del 
Mobile. This is a ‘plus’ and a very good sign” concludes 
Adham Nadim. 
“To eliminate unnecessary materials,  we had this new idea 
of making the kitchen coming out only with one dimension 
door: a 60 by 60” says designer Amr Helmy at his stand in 
Milan. “This will help production, design, storage and 
shipping. For the first time, showrooms can finally have 
stock”.  
To the question ‘how economic crisis affected design’, Amr 
Helmy is very clear: “The industry is stuck, poor of ideas and 
kitchen business too. Economic crisis affected positively my 
work. You have to think better, faster and cheaper. Cake 
become smaller and you have to be very creative!”. 
Amr Helmy concerns not only on creativity, but also on 
environment. Cubello Ice, the kitchen he has presented 
this year at the Salone del Mobile, is based on 
dematerialization: it is used less wasted material and 
shipping and packaging are well optimized. Amr Helmy, 
together with Karim Rashid, is studying for the future new 
biodegradable solutions with Brazilian materials.  
Reaching a ‘super normal design’ is Amr Helmy’s basic 
concept. By ‘super normal’ he means a kind of design that 
doesn’t shout for its existence, but grows on people. “You 
start loving the design of a piece by seeing it and using it” 
he says. “It is not necessary to reinvent the wheels, but to 
summarize what people did before you”. Then he continues 
“The 60 by 60 is reducing to a minimum all the unnecessary. 
Cubello Ice is in fact a simple minimalistic piece of design 



with a sense of beauty in it. With its unique dimension door 
the kitchen prevents from production and delivery mistakes.  
Cubello Ice is a long-lasting kitchen. “Flexibility is part 
of our design” stresses Amr Helmy. The table wheels seem 
very practical: table can move freely at any need. Typical in 
kitchen are the 90 centimeter high level. Ice Cubello island 
can split, offering a new dimension and a new situation for 
life: people can sit or eat on it and children can also play. It 
is easy to change the style of the kitchen every day, 
although lots of space is certainly needed for this solution! 
To this problem the designer has already an answer: “For 
very small apartments we designed ‘Mini Me’, a 60 by 60 
kitchen all equipped. Cubello Ice takes care of people who 
often move and change house. With its modular system, 
people are able to take their kitchen to their new home. 
 
KARIM RASHID Origami kitchen 
 “For Cubello serie I asked Karim to make a piece based on 
the origami, the folding paper technique, which I really 
wanted to used in kitchen” explains Amr Helmy while looking 
at Karim Rashid’s model presented at the Internationa 
Furniture Fair of Milan.  
The Origami kitchen has three dimensions doors, which 
normally come out flat. The process is very expensive as 
each door consists of 16 different pieces hand made. “Karim 
is very much influenced by retro lines as pop art with its 
repeated patterns” says Amr Helmy. “His three dimensions 
and wood patterns fit very well with my 60 by 60 concept” 
ends the designer.  But Karim Rashid is now focusing on a 
new project: the idea for the future is to do injection 
molding, in order to make kitchen out of plastic at a very 
cheap prices. 
Kitchen prices 
Cubello Ice and Origami are part of Cubello serie. Cubello 
Ice, already out in the Gulf countries and U.S.A., but still not 
in Europe, costs 440 euro per sqm (a kitchen would be 
normally around 10 sqm). Origami costs 660 euro per sqm 
(the Salone del Mobile block costs around 10,000 euro). For 



the delivery it takes 4 weeks for Cubello Ice model and 2 
and half months for the Origami one. 
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